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THE NEW YEAR

Did I imagine it, or did you notice it, too? But, it appeared to me that the clerks in the stores were extra friendly this past Christmas. People took time to smile and to talk. Even the Christmas music continued a few days after the Holy Day. Now, if we would all carry that spirit into the new year, we would not need any other New Year’s Day resolution.


Our Christmases when I was a child never ended with New Year’s Day. They continued into January 6 (Feast of the Epiphany) and even February 2 (Feast of the Purification). The tree stayed up (what was left of it) until then. What was more important is that the Christmas Spirit continued. The new spirit of the old carried into a new era.

My mother had told me that the way I behaved (or, misbehaved) on Christmas Eve was the way that I would end up behaving (or, misbehaving) for the entire new year. Therefore, I was very careful. Only later did I realize that it was her way of keeping me under control during a busy day of preparation for her.


Actually, this was not the only “saying” of hers that had a certain degree of theological truth to it. The Christmas Spirit (our behavior during the Christmas Season) should not stop but ought to permeate the entire new year. That is the whole idea! Was it her way of evangelizing?

One of the things that reminded us of Christmas in my childhood home was the calendars. The walls were covered with calendars that we received at Christmas time from every merchant in town. (Mother saw to that.) We often wrote reminders on the various dates. As each month of the year was either torn off or flipped over to reveal the next, it would be a reminder of the past as well as an indication of another beginning. In a way, it was Christmas all over again.


No doubt, the shepherds did not stop rejoicing when they completed their adoration of the Infant and returned to their flocks. Neither did the Magi set upon their return journey grumbling about the inconvenience they had experienced. Nor do we have to return to the old humdrum of our lives. After all, did not Christ come to make a difference? Christmas should empower us to live anew.


I remember January as a child. That was the month of colds, and my annual bout usually took me out of school for a whole week. That was the time when I took to writing what I wanted to write, drawing what I wanted to draw, and reading what I wanted to read. I wrote short stories, drew maps of countries, and read detective books. Someone must have brought me assignments from school. But, I do not remember those. It was a time of discovery and the planting of seeds that would later grow.

Why should any of that stop when we grow older? As we enter into the first month of a new year, with Christmas still in our minds (and hearts), can we not carry over the Spirit of the Holy Season? There are still discoveries to be made and seeds to be planted. And, it all has to do with our life in the Lord.

Christmas Day was only a few days ago. Can you remember how you acted in the midst of family and friends that day? I bet they would rejoice if you could continue that for at least a few more weeks.

