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PRAYING FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY:

The first of this year’s diocesan ecumenical services is on Sunday, February 17, at 3:00 p.m. in Altoona at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. The second will take place in Somerset at Trinity Lutheran Church (918 Tayman Avenue) on Sunday, February 24, at 3:00 p.m. I would like to see a good number of our Faithful participate in these wonderful events.


The Lord’s desire that his followers be united should be taken seriously by his followers. It all begins by gathering together in prayer. Pope John Paul II considered working for the unity of the Christian Church as one of his priorities. Our current Holy Father does likewise. I am proud of the fact that, for most of my twenty years as your Diocesan Bishop, the Orthodox, Lutheran, and Catholic Bishops of this area have continued to sponsor these ecumenical services.
ACKNOWLEDGING OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS:

We just concluded celebrating Catholic Schools Week. It is a time when we “showcase” the wonderful schools that we have. Perhaps, you had an opportunity to visit one of them as a result of an event that was organized specifically for last week. I play my part. It has become a tradition for three students from each of our three high schools to come to my residence for lunch with me during this special week.

I visit a number of the schools and celebrate Mass with the students during the year. Soon after becoming bishop, I began Tri-Hi Day. That is a day when a representative number from each of our three high schools gather with me as their bishop to discuss what is on their minds.

Since our teachers are not paid by our tax dollars, we saved the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania $33,764,657.00 last year, money that benefited other students in public schools. Yet, we provide an excellent education. Ninety percent of our graduates go on to colleges and universities. The restructuring that will be occurring at our high schools is intended to strengthen them so that their future can be assured. They will continue to be Catholic, and there should not be any noticeable change for the students.
ONGOING MARCH FOR LIFE:

The March for Life took place in Washington, D.C., two weeks ago. A significant number of people show up annually to demonstrate their opposition to the 1973 United States Supreme Court decision that legalized the killing of unborn babies. An individual (referred to as Jane Roe in order to protect her identity) wished to have an abortion and sought to overturn a Texas anti-abortion statute. That resulted in the landmark decision known as Roe vs. Wade.

Most people do not know that Jane Roe (whose real name is Norma McCorvey) regrets her role in Roe vs. Wade and has attempted to have it overturned. She says that the Supreme Court’s decision giving mothers the legal right to have an abortion is no longer valid. This she bases on scientific and anecdotal evidence that has come to light in the last 30 years, showing the negative effects of a mother terminating the life of her unborn child.

We appear to be losing all sense of logic on this issue. There was a news item a week ago about a former funeral director being sued in Pittsburgh for not “disposing” of around 300 remains of children found in his garage. The funeral director says that he did not know that they were corpses. You see, under Pennsylvania law, only the bodies of children born alive are considered to be corpses and have the right to a decent burial. If an abortionist succeeds in killing the child just before birth, it is called merely a fetus. However, if the baby is alive when it comes out of the womb, its life must be protected, even if an abortion was attempted. What is wrong with this picture?

