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THE HOPE OF A BETTER FUTURE

On January 20, our nation witnessed the historical inauguration of President Obama. In his striving to make changes that will benefit the citizens of our country, many see him as our hope for a better future. Commentators stated over and over again how significant was that day of his inauguration because he was our first African-American president. I regret that no one considered his being half-white note-worthy. He bridges the races. The very objective that he proposes to achieve has already been achieved in his very person. This gives him a unique quality for leadership in a multi-racial country like ours. All of us should pray that he succeeds.

President Obama’s desire to bring us together as a nation engenders excitement and visions of a return to the basics and a former time of respectability. I, particularly, like his reference to the founding principles of our nation.

“At these moments,” the President said in his inaugural address, “America has carried on not simply because of the skill or vision of those in high office, but because We the People have remained faithful to the ideals of our forbearers, and true to our founding documents.”

However, many are concerned that at least one ideal may be seriously at risk in the Obama agenda. That is the ideal of every individual having the right to fulfill his or her life. Just two days after the presidential inauguration, hundreds of thousands came to Washington, D.C., for the March for Life. This is an annual occurrence, mourning the anniversary of the Supreme Court decision known as Roe vs. Wade, which made it constitutional to terminate the life of a baby as long as it had not yet been born.

It does not look like this administration is interested in overturning that court decision. In fact, there are indications that the opposite may be true. This is a contradiction in an agenda that speaks of rights for every human being. How can we be speaking of a better future when we consider it a right to kill those who might be able to lead us into such a future?

We have just concluded our celebration of Catholic Schools Week. I have interacted with a good number of our young people, both within and outside of our schools. Over the past 21 years of my episcopacy, I have seen boys and girls become men and women. Those who were children when I came are now in adult leadership roles. And, I like what I see. They are a part of that hope for a better future.

Our Catholic Schools, in particular, form future citizens for our nation and the Lord’s Kingdom who are well grounded and integrated in their knowledge of life and living. I see it when I meet with students from our high schools every year, on what has come to be known as Tri-Hi Day, as well as when I visit each individual school. It is also borne out by the testimonies of university achievements and employment successes.

One of the events during Catholic Schools Week in our Diocesan Church is the annual luncheon at the Bishop’s Residence. Each year, three students from each one of our Catholic high schools with their principals come to have lunch with the Bishop at his residence. It is truly a pleasure to interact with these young men and women. They, and those others, are a sign of President Obama’s vision for a better future. They are our hope. I praise the Lord that they have parents who did not consider it a right to terminate their life before it barely began.

