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A POLICY CHANGE

For the past six years, our Diocesan Allegation Review Board and I have been reaching out to those who have or may have been victimized by members of our clergy. We have done this by listening to them, offering them counseling, and assisting them financially in the measure available to us. We have done this without pressure from attorneys, because that is what the Church needs to do. We have done it pastorally, with sensitivity to accuser and accused.

Prior to that, my staff and I addressed cases that were brought to our attention, usually by attorneys. Threatening legal action appeared to be the norm in those days. We were obligated to respond accordingly. But, even then, we tried as best we could to be pastoral.

Except for one instance, all of these cases have been from decades prior. Nevertheless, we, as the Church of the present, have an obligation to address the wrongs of the past. I sincerely believe that we have been very faithful to the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, adopted by the Bishops of the United States in June of 2002, in doing just that. As you may know, portions of that Charter were recognized by the Holy See and actually made Church Law for us in this nation.

At the most recent meeting of our Diocesan Allegation Review Board, the members and I agreed that it would be appropriate at this time to change our approach. Specifically, we will no longer award financial grants relative to cases of the past that come forward at this late date, with the exception of those who have already made contact with our Diocesan Victims’ Advocate. There are two primary reasons for that. 1) It is our hope that a sufficient period of time has elapsed since the abuse may have taken place and the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People was adopted and publicized for any credible allegations to have come forward by now. 2) The insurance companies that have been covering these cases from the past have made settlements with the Diocese and will no longer be providing funds.

This does not mean that we do not intend to continue reaching out to any potential victim, even from the past, who comes forward at any time. The Diocesan Allegation Review Board will always be ready to hear from such individuals and recommend an appropriate response to me as the Diocesan Bishop. Furthermore, counseling will always be available and provided as requested and needed. To assure that our efforts are truly of assistance to the victim, we make certain that providers are legitimate and payments are made directly to them. Counseling is one of the ways that the Church has of reaching out to those in need of healing. It does not refuse this service to anyone.

In order to provide for a safe environment for our young people, our Diocesan Office for Children and Youth Protection continues to work with agencies and parishes of our Diocesan Church. We require all employees and volunteers who work with children and young people to keep informed on ways to provide that safe environment.

When all is said and done, it is a small percentage of clergy that have been involved in this reprehensible type of behavior. Nevertheless, those victimized have been dramatically affected. They have needed the Church’s apology, understanding, and assistance. The priests and deacons, who have remained faithful to their calling of leading the Lord’s young people into his Reign and Kingdom, are our hope for the future.

