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PARISH ADJUSTMENTS

Bishop Nicholas Dattilo, former Bishop of Harrisburg and a good friend of mine, once told me how difficult it was to see his family home sold. After his mother died, the house was no longer needed. There were so many memories associated with his boyhood home that the Bishop drove over to the neighborhood one day, parked his car near the house, reminisced, and wept. Yet, there was no question of his needing to let go, regardless of how difficult it was.

The closing of some of our parishes is very much like that. We have more churches than we need, can afford, or are able to staff. There are four pastoral vacancies that need to be filled this Spring. There are no priests being ordained. Next year will be yet another challenge for our Priests’ Personnel Board.


Nevertheless, it is difficult to let go of churches that have served God’s people well. They are places where our forebears worshiped and had their Faith nourished. However, a number of them are now half-empty and in need of repair.

You will read in this issue of The Catholic Register about the scheduled merger of five of our parishes in the Cambria City section of Johnstown. They are all located within a ten-block area. This is not an easy decision to make, - as it was not in other areas, where a similar action was taken. It follows upon the recommendation of several groups that are consultative to me.

While most of those worshiping in the Cambria City churches no longer live in the area, many do. Therefore, it is important that the Eucharist continue to be celebrated and the Word of God continue to be imparted in that neighborhood. The five parishes are, therefore, scheduled not simply to be closed but merged. An engineering study is being conducted by a professional firm. The results of that study will determine which church building is to be used for the new parish.

In order to make the transition as smooth as possible, the merger is not scheduled to take place until the summer of next year (2009). My staff will be gathering input from the pastors and councils during that time.

No one wishes his or her church to close, even though it might be the logical thing to do. Our forebears were proud of what they built. However, the object of their sacrifices was the nurturing and passing on of the Faith. That Faith has been preserved and cannot be dependent on any particular building or worship site.

There is no question of our needing to let go of some of our church buildings, regardless of how difficult that is. The purpose of this writing is to assure the Faithful of our Diocesan Church that I do not take these steps irresponsibly and understand that they cause hurt. I pray for the parishioners’ understanding in the midst of mourning their loss.

