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REASONS FOR HOPE

On February 19, the Altoona Area Christian Coalition awarded citations to four individuals at a gathering that included county, city, and religious leaders. Those four individuals were referred to as “Remarkable Signs of Hope.” In their own way, in their own areas, and without fanfare, they are making a difference in the lives of those around them. They are signs of hope. They give hope. And, they all are motivated by their belief that they are merely the instruments of a loving God.

The Altoona Area Christian Coalition is itself a remarkable sign of hope. This is a group of religious leaders in and around Altoona who meet monthly, in an effort to promote a more hospitable community. The Coalition came into being as a response to the Altoona Ordinance targeting undocumented residents, their landlords, and their employers. The Coalition based its stand on a common Christian heritage and the teachings of the Lord. However, to be more effective and authentic, it turned its focus from simply working “against” the ordinance to working “for” what will make such laws unnecessary, - working toward a community that is friendlier to all of God’s children. The hope is that the positive will overcome the negative.

Other signs of hope are the annual ecumenical services. Prime examples are the two regional services held recently, one in Huntingdon and the other in Johnstown. Leaders of churches gathered with their faithful to pray together. Choir members of various denominations joined to sing together. Then, everyone socialized and shared refreshments. Such gatherings would not have been possible just a few years ago. There is hope for and in the Church.

On February 17, I returned home from Johnstown, filled with joy and praising God. I had experienced hope. That was the evening that the Cambria City Transitional Council met for the first time. Two representatives from each one of the current five parishes discussed with me their hopes for the one, new parish that becomes a reality on July 22. Their vision, positive attitude, and concern for the success of the newly merged parish strengthened my confidence in the future of a faith community in Cambria City.

You will notice that I have not used any person’s name in the instances cited above. The reason for that is that I believe there are many individuals in our communities whose behavior instills hope in others. They are individuals who are less concerned about themselves than about others.  And, most likely, they are those who consider their activity as an extension of the Lord’s recreating power working through them.

The Season of Lent is a season of hope. We recall our acts of disobedience to our Creator at a time of great economic distress and, in some places, weather related difficulties. Lent is a time to recall a Savior Who was totally willing to pay our ransom by giving his all, as well as a God Who wishes to be acknowledged and loved above all else. It is a time during which to focus on exercising the positive in order to overcome the negative.

Lent is a season of strengthening our trust in the Lord, praying more fervently to Him because we trust, and behaving more thoroughly in a way that expresses that trust. Each one of us knows what it is that we need to adjust in our lives, in order to enter into an authentic celebration of the great feast of the Resurrection, - itself the most remarkable sign of hope.

