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DOES LIFE NO LONGER HAVE VALUE?

We may have more than the economy about which to worry. As believing Christians, we know from our reading salvation history that it does matter to the Lord how a nation behaves.

In one of our civil communities, it appears that a judge approved an abortion for someone up on drug charges. This caused a concern on the part of a good many officials, - if not the approval itself then, certainly, the provision of money to have it done. Apparently, the judge believed that destroying the life of the child would help the mother in her recovery. I am saddened and distressed to see the life of an unborn human treated so casually.

Our president has approved federal funding for embryonic stem cell research. This is another sign that our nation is taking yet another step toward the devaluation of human life in American society. If human life is so dispensable in its early stages (and in some states, in its latter stages with the legalization of assisted suicide), where will it all end?

Stem cells are emerging as a possible cure for a number of illnesses. Research into this promising health remedy is important. Perhaps, federal monies should be used to support it. The issue for the Catholic Church is not the research but the source of those particular stem cells.

Up to now, no human being has ever been cured of a disease using embryonic stem cells. Adult stem cells have, on the other hand, already cured thousands. Adult stems cells are part of the natural repair mechanisms of an adult body. Such stem cells are obtained from adults, and even from embryonic material other than the actual embryo. They can be taken from umbilical cords, the placenta, amniotic fluid, adult tissues and organs, bone marrow, fat from liposuction, regions of the nose, and even from cadavers. No life is lost. But, if the embryo is used, it is destroyed in the process. It is the deliberate killing of a human life.


I do not know why there is such a preference for embryonic stem cells. Perhaps, they are easier to obtain. However, taking the easy way out has never been a virtue of science. Setting aside our moral compass will never serve as a virtue of our nation, either.

Our nation was founded on the dignity of the human person. Treating life as dispensable places us on an evermore-slippery slope that does not bode well and cannot end in anything but failure as a God-fearing nation.

We have become a throwaway society where anything is dispensable for the sake of convenience. That is why we are faced with mountains of garbage, as we look for places to put it. I do not claim to be an economist, - but, perhaps, our propensity for dispensability is the root of our economic situation, as well.

There is something deeply disturbing about fertilizing human eggs and creating human life for the sole purpose of experimentation. A human embryo (regardless of its size) is a human being. Each of us was once an embryo. Human life was not meant to be dispensable at whim. That is not what the Creator intended. (Consult the sacred scriptures of any religion.) It is not what our Founding Fathers intended. (Consult the foundational documents of our nation.) The whole idea of producing human beings for no other purpose than for our use should be abhorrent to all of us.

