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CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION

Recently, two of our parishes in East Conemaugh merged and took the name of Resurrection for their new parish. I commend them on that insight. That is a very appropriate name not only for a parish but also for the whole Church.

As we come to celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, we are reminded of our being called to be a people of the Resurrection. Jesus’ Apostles were called to be witnesses to his Resurrection, and, so are we. This we do by seeing the possibility of life instead of death in the events that occur around and to us.

We are continually facing death in its various forms. We either succumb to it or rise up from it into a fuller life. The choice is ours. However, as Christians, we have been empowered to do the latter. In that way, we witness to the Resurrection of the Lord, Who overcame death and its power over us.

A number of our parishes are facing reconfiguration in the very near future. They may 
be clustered, merged, or closed. Obviously, this is very difficult for them. In such a development of a parish faith community’s life, it is easier to see death than the possibility of new life.

It is not easy for parishioners to see themselves as members of a wider Church. It is easier to think of one’s parish as the Church. And, yet, we are only members of the one Body of Christ, called the Church. It becomes even more problematic when we think of a church building as the Church. In every blessing of a new church building, the Church reminds us that it is God’s People who, together, are the living stones of the true temple where the Holy Spirit of God chooses to dwell. Therefore, we need to be about the whole Body of Christ that is the Church.

The Apostle Paul used the human body as an example to make a similar point. Allow me to do the same. A very close friend of mine has undergone an amputation recently. One of our diocesan priests has, as well. The reason that was done was to save the whole body and give the person a fuller life. If it had not been done, the whole body would have slowly deteriorated and life would have been lost.

When it comes to our parishes and schools, the Bishop has responsibility for the welfare of the whole Diocesan Church. This means the appropriate assignment of priests so that the Faith in the entire area can be preserved. It also means the realignment of ministerial efforts, so that the whole ministry remains strong and effective. Furthermore, good stewardship requires that structures be assessed as to their effective usage. The intent of all this is to serve God’s People more authentically.

Of course, it is a challenge for those affected by such changes to see the positive side. Yet, the very Solemnity of Easter that we now celebrate calls us to do exactly that. Whether as individuals facing various trials and tribulations or as communities such as a parish experiencing change, we are ever being tested in regard to our witnessing to the Resurrection of our Lord. Do we truly believe that death no longer has power over us, - unless we allow it?

May the victory of Christ lead us through our stations of the cross to a resurrection and life. Blessed Easter!

