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EASTER

Many European countries celebrate Easter Monday as both a religious and civil holiday. I took time off to observe the day in some peace and quiet, beginning by watching the sun rise over Hollidaysburg. It appeared as a huge fireball erupting out of Brush Mountain. I reflected and prayed. This was my personal Easter sunrise service.

Easter, besides being early, came rather fast this year. There was something special about this year’s liturgical celebrations, - as a number of you noted. It was a good Lent, a meaningful Triduum, and a great Easter. How did any of us celebrate that?

For many of you, Easter means getting together with family after participating at Mass. That is a wonderful way of celebrating the life that the Lord gained for us with his victory over death. Being with the ones about whom we care reflects Christ’s caring for us.

However, on that Easter Monday, my heart went out to those affected by the events that were being reported in the news. And, I wondered. How do you celebrate Easter if you have lost your son in Iraq on Easter Sunday? How do you celebrate Easter if you are still digging out in the Midwest from a snow storm so severe that Good Friday services had to be cancelled? Or, how do you celebrate Easter when the floods in southern Illinois just inundated your house with water and mud? And, then, there were the 180 people in Arkansas who had to evacuate their homes on Easter Sunday, due to a meat packing plant explosion. How did they celebrate Easter? How did the families whose relative was one of the fishermen lost in the sinking of a fishing boat off Alaska celebrate Easter? And, of course, how about the four families in Cambria County whose teenage sons and daughters were in a car accident on Holy Saturday? Two died and two are hospitalized. How did they celebrate Easter?

The sun rose in a burst of fire over Brush Mountain on Easter Monday. However, it did not destroy anything nor take anything away. Instead, it gave light, warmth, and brightness to the day. It was a sign of the hope that the rising of God’s Son brings into the lives of those who accept him, believe in him, and trust him.

I wondered if the people of the Midwest, Arkansas, Alaska, and Cambria County also saw the sun rise on Easter Monday. Were they able to experience in some way the Son’s rising in their lives? Are the parents and spouses of those killed in Iraq able to let go, as did Mary at the cross? If not, I pray that, some day soon, they will. Letting go of people and things that are important to us is so difficult to do. Yet, that is the only way that we can continue our earthly journey into the Lord’s Kingdom. Only when we leave ours can we enter his.

This brings me back to my question. How should we, who have not had to experience a loss at this very special time of the year, have celebrated Easter? It appears to me, that it should have been with tremendous gratitude and a deep sense of awe in the presence of a God who loves us in the midst of sin and chaos.

