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A LENTEN REFLECTION

One of the memories that I have of Lent during my childhood is that of the Stations of the Cross. There was not a variety of forms in those days, as there is today. Ours were always Saint Alphonsus Liguori’s Stations of the Cross. After a meditation on a particular station, each ended with, “Grant that I may love You always; and then do with me as You will.” The devotion usually made me feel downcast, as a young boy. But, given that the stations reflect the Lord’s journey of the cross because of our sins, it is natural and good that we should feel that way.

As Pastor, I focused with parishioners on one particular station each Lenten week, instead of doing the whole set. That, they were encouraged to do on their own. I considered the First Station, “Jesus is Condemned to Death,” as one of my best. To provide a visual aid, I had the judgment seat set up near the ambo, together with water pitcher, basin, and towel. There were the appropriate reading, prayer, and reflection.

That First Station (while not the beginning of the Lord’s journey, as the late Pope John Paul II reminded us) appears to encompass the whole sense of Lent. Picture Jesus, docile before Pontius Pilate, - already bruised, beaten, ridiculed, and crowned with thorns. In front of him is the Governor with power to do the right thing and, deep down, wanting to do so. However, afraid of losing his authority, he washes his hands of the whole affair. He was prompted to take the easy way out by the religious leaders, who threatened to report him to the Roman Emperor if he did not do what they wanted. Jesus was a threat to their way of life. He wanted them to be more authentic. They felt a need to get rid of him. And, then, there were all the others. They were the ordinary folk, most of who swayed with the wind and did not consider their values a priority in any given situation affecting their lives. They were the ones who proclaimed Jesus a King on his entry into Jerusalem. And, now, only a few days later, those same individuals were calling for his death and asked for the release of a criminal in exchange.

Where can each one of us find ourselves in that scene? The Season of Lent gives us an opportunity to figure that out, to know ourselves better, to realize that we are having an effect on the Body of Christ by our actions, and to make adjustments so that our life will be more consistent with the will of the Father.

The Holy Season of Lent has traditionally been a time when those feeling called by Christ prepare themselves for Baptism and entrance into the Church. We observe that process today in our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. For them, it is a time of radical change, affecting their lives, and often challenging relationships with family and friends. But, about us? Can it be any less with us who pride ourselves on our Faith?

The R.C.I.A. process involves the whole parish faith community. That is why it is associated with the Assembly of Believers gathered at Mass. We are invited not only to support the Catechumens and Candidates on their journey but to join them on it.

So, as we arrive at the Fifth Sunday of Lent, with one week left before Holy Week and the great Sacred Triduum, where do we find ourselves on the Way of the Cross? Have we remained at the First Station still condemning Christ? Or, have we progressed to the Fifth and Sixth Stations, alleviating in some way the current sufferings of the Body of Christ? Are we today’s Simons of Cyrene and Veronicas? Perhaps, we have not yet been able to get up from our falls and failures. Hopefully, we will be able to experience the empty tomb come Easter Sunday.

