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FLAG OF OUR FATHERS

June 14 is Flag Day. Will anyone care? I miss the days when our respect for the American flag went beyond the three-colored piece of cloth with stars and stripes on it. Putting up the flag in the morning and taking it down at the end of the school day was a responsibility coveted by students. Even cars were decorated with flags, attached to the radiator cap on top of the hood.

Rules on how to treat a flag were very strict. It was not to touch the ground. If the flag was to fly at half-mast, it was raised full-mast first. It was not to be left out in the rain. And, of course, there was no overnight flying of the flag. It has now gone the way of our convenience stores, - 24/7. Seeing tattered and faded flags flying in all kinds of weather makes me sad.

There was once a certain discipline involving the flag that spoke of respect for the founding principles of our nation. The ordinary citizen does not appear to have that anymore. Perhaps, that is why those founding principles do not seem to matter so much to us. We have lost the value of self-discipline. The new word in commercials is “deserve.” “Sue and get the money you deserve.” “Buy and own what you deserve.” It is all about self. That never works in a family, - or a nation.

June 15 is Fathers’ Day. We honor those who were instrumental in bringing us into the world. But, beyond that, they are the ones who (most often) were the disciplinarians. There were rules, - ways to do things, which did not make sense to us when we were growing up. More than one son and daughter have gratefully acknowledged how that formation served them in good stead, as they became adults. Those, on the other hand, that did not find a place for discipline in their lives have, in turn, often found it difficult to find a place in society.

It must be difficult to be an effective father these days. One of my favorite television programs comes from the past. “Leave It To Beaver” often deals with discipline and always ends with a good moral lesson. The Cleavers appear to be the ideal family of their time. They were a family that you would like to imitate. You cannot find a television program like that today, - one that you would want to emulate, - one that would make our society better if we did.

Our young people do grow up. They take with them what they have been taught, at home and at school. June is a time of graduations and commencement programs. A recent newspaper headline read, “Graduation time rekindles debate on prayer option.” How sad! Why is it that we cannot remember or accept what our Founding Fathers taught us? They said that our government was not to promote one or another religion. Theirs was not the intention to forbid us from praying and acknowledging a Supreme Being. If there are those who do not wish to do so, - fine. But, why forbid those who wish to do so, including students in school? Do we not sing about our flag waving over the land of the free?

We appear to be abandoning basics. When foundations crumble, the rest of the structure cannot endure for very long. That is true with our nation as well as with our families. And, it, certainly, is true with our own person. I suggest that we make that a subject of reflection this coming Flag and Fathers’ Days. And, by the way, we might do well to carry that reflection into the realm of who we are as Christ’s Church.

