
FOR THE GOOD OF THE HOUSEHOLD

Bishop Joseph V. Adamec





June 23, 2008
THERE IS A FUTURE

A week ago, I attended the first annual festival of our Parish of the Transfiguration in East Conemaugh. I had received an invitation to attend and decided at the last minute to take the drive and appear unannounced. Normally, I, no longer, attend festivals, for several reasons. However, Transfiguration recently came into being from a merger of two former parishes. A parish festival is one of the ways that the Faithful can be brought together, and I wanted to encourage them in that effort. I have the sense that Transfiguration is going to be a much more viable and vibrant parish than the prior two parishes were able to be.

The announcement was made several months ago that the five parishes in the Cambria City section of Johnstown will be merging into one next Spring. It is my hope and prayer that bringing the spiritual richness and traditions of the five faith communities into one will contribute to the formation of a model parish that can be imitated by others. Holy Spirit Parish in Beaverdale, on the other hand, will close completely at the end of this month. Merger with another parish did not appear to be a viable option. Therefore, the parishioners will be free to become members of whichever parish is the closest to them. They, too, will contribute to the life of other faith communities.

Parishes are not the only entities within the diocesan structure that need readjustment. Our schools do, as well. Both West End Catholic in Cambria City (Johnstown) and Saint Mary’s in Nanty-Glo have closed their doors as of the end of this past academic year. Arrangements have been made for these students to attend other schools in the area, which will benefit both the students and their new schools.

You will see by the list of ministerial appointments announced in this issue of The Catholic Register that Saint Joseph Parish in Renovo will no longer have a priest as a resident pastor. Since it is located a significant distance from another parish, that faith community is being assigned a parochial administrator in the person of a religious Sister, rather than being merged or closed. The Mass schedule will need to be reduced so that a priest from another parish will be able to come and celebrate the sacraments. Nevertheless, the life of that faith community will continue and will grow, even with a different type of leadership.

To some, these needed mergers and closings may appear in a negative light. Understandably so. The fact of the matter is that such adjustments have been made in the past, long before my becoming the diocesan bishop. They have occurred and continue to occur due to changing circumstances, involving both personnel and resources. Other diocesan churches have had to take similar (and even more drastic) measures. Elsewhere in this issue, you will read of several, some reducing the number of parishes in their diocese by as much as half.

It is important to remember that we are about preserving and fostering our Faith. Whatever we need to do to ensure it for the future of those living in these Allegheny Mountains, we ought to be doing. That involves good stewardship of our resources, which includes our clergy and religious, as well as church buildings. The true temple of the Holy Spirit, as we have been taught, is built of us, the living stones. It is the strength of that edifice, which bears testimony to the Lord Jesus and gives glory to the one, true God. That does not change.

