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INDEPENDENCE

By the time that you read this, we will have concluded another Fourth of July observance. As in the case of other holidays, I doubt that many of us will take the time to reflect adequately on the significance of what we are celebrating.

Of course, July 4 marks the anniversary of our nation’s birth. Those living in the original 13 colonies declared their independence of Great Britain, setting up a government of their own. That was no small matter. The risk was tremendous. First of all, it was expected that King George would not sit idly by, as he did not. Then, there was the good possibility that the “American experiment” (as Alex de Tocqueville would later refer to it) might not even work. But, it has, at least for these 232 years.

By what right did our Founding Fathers dare to take that drastic step? The authority upon which they based their action was none other than God!

Our nation has grown from 13 states to 50, not all contiguous. Each has its own government, police force, and educational system. During that time of growth, we have welcomed people of all walks of life and nationalities to join us. The United States may be the only country where everyone can claim a nationality and still be American. That includes the Native Americans and their numerous tribes.

In all of the above, we are unique as a nation. I would like to think that we, as a nation of people, have a responsibility that is unique, both individually and collectively.

The Roman Empire of old was unique, as well. It met its downfall not from outside forces but from within. As moral and civic standards declined, so did the empire. Since it is said that history repeats itself, I have my concerns. When a foundation deteriorates, it does not take long for the rest of the structure to follow.

I would like to think that God has had something to do with our uniqueness. It would appear from our foundational documents that our Founding Fathers were ready to accept that notion. Consequently, not only do we find the mention of God in those particular documents, but we find it in our pledge of allegiance and, even, on our money. Our presidents still take the oath of office on a Bible and witnesses in court swear to tell the truth, “So, help me, God!” Our legislative houses of government begin their sessions with prayer.

However, there is a concerted and systematic effort to change all of that. Under the guise of wanting to be inclusive, we are becoming devoid of substance. The very essence of who we are as a nation requires us to be welcoming to others. Changing our foundational principles will only undermine the very goal that we are attempting to achieve.

Declaring independence from God as a nation is not what we should want to do. Rather, let us reflect on what it was that gave courage to the Founding Fathers to take that giant step, on what it was that made our nation respected throughout the world, and on what it is that has made us proud of who we are. If we are honest, we will find that God has played a significant part in forming a nation where even those who believe otherwise can find a home.

