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TIMES CHANGE

We all know that times have changed. They always have and they always will. I am old enough to remember the wall telephones with a crank instead of a dial or push buttons. When a person wanted to call long distance, you gave it one long crank. That was for the operator who came on and asked whom you were calling. After giving her the number, you hung up and waited until she made all the connections. After some time, your phone would ring (so many longs and so many shorts, whatever your number might have been). It would be the operator calling to tell you that she has your party on the line and you can go ahead and talk, - if she was able to reach your party at all. Now, I have a small hand-held device that I carry in my pocket and with which I can speak with anyone in the world in just a few seconds. What a change!

It was an all-day affair when my mother did laundry. She had two tubs of water, one on each side of a wooden stand (called a wringer) with a pair of hand-driven rollers in the center. She soaped the clothes and scrubbed the dirt out of them on a washboard. Then she ran them through the rollers and let them fall into a tub of clean rinse water. Many times, I was the power for the crank that turned the rollers. There were no meals that day, only a pot of bean soup on the stove. You helped yourself when you were hungry. Now, you throw the clothes into a machine, put in some detergent, press a few buttons, and walk away to do whatever you want, including making lunch or dinner. What a change!

We used to listen to a tube Philco radio. All you got was a voice through a lot of static. One could only imagine what was going on when the news was being broadcast. The visuals of world news we got at the local theater before the feature was projected on the screen. That was once a week. By that time, the news had gotten either better or worse. Today, we get instant news with video on television or the internet. What a change!

Change is necessary in order to maintain the same goals and objectives. In order to have efficient communications in a world that has shrunk, those instruments have had to change. Automatic wash machines have made it possible for us to do more in a time that demands more of us. Instant knowledge about what is going on in the world allows those who need to address situations to do so more effectively. And, it gives the rest of us more time to worry and fret.

The Church, too, has had to adapt to the times. It always has. The teachings do not change, but their application does. It has to, in order to relate effectively to God’s people of the current age. One of the reasons for councils is to make such appropriate adjustments as needed. Diocesan Churches need to make such adjustments, as well.

In that regard, we are in the process of incorporating our three Catholic high schools. Each one will have its own local board of trustees. They will be in charge. It will be up to the local community that is served by the high school to see that it is adequately supported. The Diocesan Church will continue to assist. And, I, as the Diocesan Bishop, still have the responsibility of seeing to it that the high schools remain faithful to the teachings of the Church.

I am excited about this development. The idea sprung up from the grass roots and was recommended to me by some community leaders. It appears to be a development that can make the high schools even more viable and effective for the education of future generations. Its time has come.

