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OUR PRIESTS

The USA Council of Serra International has designated October 26 as “Priesthood Sunday.” They are asking that the day be set aside to reflect upon and affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of the Church. The Serra Club is an organization of lay men and women whose mission is to foster and affirm vocations to the ministerial priesthood and vowed religious life. We have several councils in our Diocese, which cooperate with and support the efforts of our Vocation Office.

Priesthood Sunday is designed to be an event led by the laity. But, of course, your parish priests can be asked to participate by talking about how he experienced and answered his own calling and about the priests who have inspired him. The day offers an opportunity for priests and the Faithful that they serve to build a stronger working relationship. And, of course, it is a day when the Faithful can give special attention to showing their priests that they appreciate their leadership on the road into the Lord’s Reign.

What can you do? You can simply express your gratitude in words. A covered-dish meal after one of the Masses during which words of thanks are spoken is a good idea. The Deacon or the Chairperson of the Parish Pastoral Council could come forward and bless the priest just prior to the final blessing. (Of course, this should be arranged ahead of time.) Having the Priest get together with a group of parishioners for a friendly conversation is not a bad idea, either. I am sure that each parish can come up with its own unique way of expressing thanks. It goes without saying that there should be an intention for our priests in the General Intercessions.

I have just returned from our annual Diocesan Fall Clergy Conference of Priests and Deacons. We spent two days together praying, discussing, and socializing so that we might better serve you. Following up on my call to focus on the youth for the next couple of years, we heard a priest of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati share ideas with us. He was able to provide some insights as to the mind-set of today’s youth toward religion and what we might do to keep them in the Faith. Our own Director of Youth and Campus Ministry facilitated that presentation.

Special attention was paid to Sunday Mass. Our parishes need to include all segments of our Faithful, including the young people. They should be included in the ministries open to them. Attention should be paid to homilies and music, as regards the youth. I have asked that every parish include a young person on its pastoral council.

We also heard from the Director of Catholic Charities about the needs that many people will have, as a result of the economic situation. She explained to us ways in which people can get assistance, especially for heating this coming Winter. This was followed by a presentation by an attorney explaining our responsibility in reporting various types of abuse of minors. I concluded with an explanation of our process that addresses allegations brought against our clergy.

Our priests (and deacons) are very serious about their pastoral service to you, God’s people. They are a very dedicated group of men. They have been called to this task and they have answered generously. I have a deep appreciation for them. Please let them know that you, too, are thankful for them, - especially on October 26.

