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LIFE

October is “Respect Life Month.” It is a time when we in the Roman Catholic Church recognize the tremendous gift of life. Because that gift comes from God, we are coming to acknowledge more and more that we do not have the right to terminate someone’s earthly existence and may do so only in a few rare cases. At the same time, “life” has become politicized. We Bishops, Priests, and Deacons are told that we are not to speak out on political matters, especially during an election year. I do not understand how that can apply to moral issues. And, since I do not understand that, I am going to write about life.

It bugs me no end when we do not call something for what it is. I think that is called euphemism. It is also called “being politically correct.” This is practiced in various areas of our society and in various aspects of our culture. Nowhere is it practiced so egregiously as when it comes to life. Think about it.

Granted, life is protected by our constitution. However, you have to have exited your mother’s womb before that kicks in. In some cases, you have the protection of law if your mother is killed before you are born. However, that is a bit too late as you are dead, too. It is your “heirs” that benefit, - heirs who have never had the chance of coming to know you,

The euphemism is “abortion,” which is referred to as a “procedure.” This is based, supposedly, on a “right” called “choice.” Abortion is nothing less than terminating the life of a human being. The procedure used varies. Whatever the procedure, it does cause pain to the unborn child. The choice, of course, is that of the one choosing to terminate a life of another and not of the one whose life is being terminated without a choice.

As someone mentioned to me recently, science is on our side, - on the side of life. If parents are able to know the sex of their unborn child, then it must look like a human being. If surgeons are able to correct physical deficiencies by surgery before birth, then they must be operating on a human body, even though it has not yet been born. If a child is affected by stimuli from its parents’ environment before birth, then it must be the same human being before birth as it is after birth.

Of course, our defense of life becomes somewhat disingenuous if we do not extend it beyond one’s birth. The respect for the dignity of the human person must continue to the very end of an individual’s earthly pilgrimage. That involves our treatment of others in so many spheres of our activity as individuals and as a society. Capital punishment, waging wars, treatment of aliens, and addressing poverty are only a few. Nevertheless, as our late Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, stated, “Above all, the common outcry, which is justly made on behalf of human rights – for example, the right to health, to home, to work, to family, to culture – is false and illusory if the right to life, the most basic and fundamental right and the condition for all other personal rights, is not defended with maximum determination.”

Our defense of and respect for the great gift of God-given life cannot be relegated to just the month of October. For us Roman Catholics, and for all Christians as well as for all God-fearing people, it needs to be a way of life. In order to be true to our relationship with each other as children of the one God, we need to express that defense and that respect in all that we do during our own life, which was not terminated by someone else’s “choice.”

