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OF THREE THINGS
U.S. Bishops’ Meeting:


Perhaps, the most exciting item on the agenda at the recent meeting of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops was not on the agenda. The mass media knew that the Roman Catholic Bishops were opposed to a number of positions espoused by the president-elect and were waiting for us to say something. We felt it an obligation to respond in some way.

According to our Conference by-laws, we Bishops are not allowed to issue a statement as a body without the draft going through a process. Such a process takes place over a period of weeks. It was impossible for us to issue a statement “on the spot” at this particular meeting.


However, our Conference President is able to do so in his own name. He invited us to discuss, both in private and in public sessions, the content of a statement that he would issue. This, we did. His statement can be found in this issue of The Catholic Register as well as on our diocesan website.

The Conference President’s statement, basically, makes the following points. We acknowledge the historical moment of this election. The Conference leadership wishes to be of assistance to the new president by being in dialogue. Nevertheless, as shepherds of the Lord’s people, we cannot but continue to commit ourselves to the defense of life, particularly the life of those waiting to be born.
Mass Attendance Count:


Apparently, my asking for a Mass attendance count this month in all of our parishes has caused a stir. I, certainly, did not intend that. There is nothing mysterious about the count. Some of our parishes have already been doing it on their own. One of the observations that I make personally during Mass on the occasion of a parish visitation is attendance at the Mass. It is a good statistic to have, on both a parish and diocesan level.

That information can be useful to the pastors and to me, in terms of future planning. Such a count gives an indication whether Mass attendance is growing, staying the same, or decreasing from year to year.

When there is a discussion among the bishops on Mass attendance, I have no idea what is the situation within our own Diocesan Church. A number of dioceses take Mass attendance during the month of October every year. I think this is a good idea and have been thinking about it for some time. Since we missed October, I have asked that it be done in our parishes this year during the month of November. In future years, it will be in October.
Thanksgiving:


Christians are a people of the resurrection, of life, and of hope. As such, we are a thankful people. Our primary act of worship, the Mass, is a sacrifice of thanksgiving. The very word “Eucharist” has that meaning. Sacred Scriptures, both the New and the Old Testaments, remind us of the Lord’s wish that our sacrifices to God be of the nature of thanks giving.

As spiritual temples of the Holy Spirit, within which adoration to God is to be made, we are called to have our lives reflect gratitude to the Almighty in all that we do and say. It should be a way of life.

My mother was an example of that for me. She thanked everyone for everything. Since our outward actions reflect our internal disposition, she must have been very grateful to God.
Besides the big dinner, getting together with family and friends, and watching a football game, we are reminded that the day is about giving thanks to the Almighty. Starting the day with Mass (as a family) is an excellent idea. That expression of gratitude to our God can, and should be, carried out during the days that follow by remembering to thank others for the favors that the Lord extends to us through them.

