
FOR THE GOOD OF THE HOUSEHOLD

Bishop Joseph V. Adamec





December 8, 2008
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

This Monday, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. Many think that this refers to the moment when the Archangel Gabriel announced to the Blessed Lady that she would become the mother of the Savior. The feast actually celebrates the moment when Saints Joachim and Anne conceived Mary. We believe that, at that moment, God preserved the new human being from being afflicted with the human condition that we call original sin. In this way, the Almighty was preparing the source from which He was to take the human body that He would eventually take onto himself as Jesus. How do we know this?

At the time that the Lord’s messenger, the Archangel Gabriel, appeared to Mary, he addressed her as being “full of grace.” By doing so, the Archangel indicated the complete favor that she enjoyed in the eyes of God. Grace and sin are exclusive of each other. This appears theologically logical. If God was preparing a person to bear his Son, the person from whom He was to take his body should be someone completely without sin.

Yet, even though Mary was uniquely formed in the womb of her mother, Anne, she had a free will. She could have said “no” to the Archangel Gabriel. Despite the fact that she had been prepared for a special mission, it would not be forced upon her. In the Immaculate Conception, we celebrate Mary’s unique role as assigned to her by God. Later, she willingly accepted that role, as it was to fit into the Lord’s overall plan for humanity.

The Immaculate Conception is the patronal feastday of our nation. Our national shrine is dedicated to the Blessed Lady under the title of the Immaculate Conception. On May 28, 1792, only a few years after our nation declared its independence, Bishop John Carroll of Baltimore placed the diocese under the special protection of the “Holy Mother of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” The Diocese of Baltimore included all of the United States in those early days. The current title came when the dogma of the Immaculate Conception was pronounced in 1854.

Even though the politics of today in the United States would have references to an Almighty placed in the background, our history shows that religion has very much been a “player.” Consider the references to the Creator in our foundational documents, the religious aspects of schools in our early years, the presidential oaths taken on the Word of God, etc. In his commentary on democracy in America, following his visit to the United States in 1831, Alex de Tocqueville of France stated that despotism may govern without faith, but liberty cannot. Rather than an enemy of democracy, religion should be regarded as a partner, - and, a necessary one, at that.

 “I think that the Catholic religion has erroneously been regarded as the natural enemy of democracy. Among the various sects of Christians, Catholicism seems to me, on the contrary, to be one of the most favorable to equality of condition among men,” wrote De Tocqueville in another place.

What does our nation have to do with the Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God? I believe that both (in very different ways, of course) have been assigned a special mission to humanity. Our Lady accepted hers with generosity of self. May we as a nation not reject for reasons of selfish interest our destiny to be champions of life, liberty, and good.

