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HAVE WE TRULY ACCEPTED THE MESSIAH?

The great celebration of Christmas is upon us. We proclaim that “Christ is the reason for the season.” Our proclamation stems from our belief that God, Himself, came to be among his people in the person of Jesus Christ. It is He that has given meaning to our lives, saving us from eternal damnation and giving us hope of better things to come. Nevertheless, those that observe us during the rest of the year could rightfully ask, “Do you really believe what you say?”

We would counter that, of course, by claiming that we do. However, our actions all too frequently belie our pronouncements. It was the great Mahatma Gandhi who said, “I like your Christ but not your Christians.” In other words, he did not see Christians behaving in accord with what we say that we believe, as followers of Christ.

In the Prayer of the Hours a week ago, our Priests read a passage from the Prophet Isaiah. There, we find the following indictment: “These people claim to worship me, but their words are meaningless, and their hearts are somewhere else. Their religion is nothing but human rules and traditions, which they have simply memorized” (Is 29:13).

Every so often (and, now more frequently as I grow older), I wonder why God puts up with us. He is the one that brought us into being, the one that redeemed us, and the one that sustains us. All He expects is acknowledgement in return. More than once do we read in Sacred Scripture that the sacrifice that is truly pleasing to Him is that of praise, recognizing his goodness. Yet, we go about our lives as if He did not exist, acting as if we were in charge, calling upon Him only when we need help, - as if He were a servant of ours.

Christmas provides me with the answer to my pondering. God does not give up on us. When humanity continually rejected his overtures through the various prophets, He entered the human scene himself. He appeared as a dependent child, in the midst of chaos and turmoil, having nothing but other persons to call his own, - all reflective of the world in which we live and which He came to renew. In this way, He was to show the depth of his love.

The shepherds were able to accept the reality of Christ’s presence in their world. The Magi sought to make the reality of Christ’s presence a part of their world. Herod rejected the reality of Christ’s presence out of fear that he would cease being king of his world. Into which category do we fall?

What is it that we see when we look upon the manger scene, the depiction of Jesus’ birth? What meaning do we attach to it? What does it say to us? We formulate the answers to these questions by the way that we live during the course of the next twelve months. Are we truly ready and willing to accept the Messiah in our lives, - in our poverty as did the shepherds, in our richness as did the Magi? Or, not at all for fear of losing control as did Herod.

Perhaps, gazing upon the manger scene, we may be prompted to exchange gifts with Jesus. He gave himself to us. We give our self to Him. That will please Him very much. In the final analysis, that was the purpose of his coming, - to receive his gift.


As we observe yet another Christmas and enter into yet another year, may our hearts not be “somewhere else.” 

