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Last Thursday, we observed the seventh anniversary of the terrorist attack on our nation. That was a horrific day – seven years ago! Those of us that could - remained glued to our television sets. We watched in shock and disbelief as the real-life drama unfolded before us. It took a while for the magnitude of it all to sink into our being. Nor was our area here in these Allegheny Mountains exempt, - although ours had a happier ending in that the plot did not succeed, - thanks to the men and women on board Flight 93 who gave their lives for so many others. 

Then we watched, read, and learned about the countless individuals who risked their lives coming to the rescue. Some made the ultimate sacrifice. Many others are scarred for the rest of their earthly lives. Men and women who have the right to be called heroes and heroines.

But, it is not just 9/11 of 2001 that brings the dedication of such individuals to our mind. The hurricanes, the floods, and the fires that plague various parts of our nation do as well. Nor do we have to go beyond our own communities to encounter the brave men and women whose goal is to save lives without thinking of the peril into which they frequently place their own.

And, so it is that, today, at this Liturgy, at this worship of the Supreme God, we gather to give thanks; - thanks to the Almighty for raising up individuals with such generosity, and – thanks to the individuals themselves for responding to the call that the Lord has placed in their hearts. I wish to express my gratitude to the Knights of Columbus for sponsoring this event to honor those who respond to disasters of all sorts, - those who watch over us and protect us, - including our elected officials.

Jesus told us that we would always have misfortunes and disasters around us. Because He provides us with all that we need, He also provides for us and our communities those who are willing and able to see us through such difficult times.

Nevertheless, our human nature wants to ask: “Why?” “Why do we have disasters?” “Why do we have difficult times?” While you may be expecting an answer from me, you will not get one. I do not think that we will ever have an answer while on the face of this earth.


The feast day that Roman Catholics (and some other Christians) observe this weekend gives us somewhat of an insight. Perhaps, it is simply the way that it is. The challenge is not to avoid (because we cannot) but, rather, not to give such adversities the power of overcoming us. 

We are celebrating in this Liturgy the Exultation of the Holy Cross, - which during the time of the Roman Empire was an instrument of death. Dying on the cross was horrible. Criminals were crucified. It was a terrible death. However, our celebration is not a glorification of something evil. Nor is it a resignation to misfortune or an ignoring of disaster. Rather, it is a recognition of two things.

First, Christians believe that the Lord Jesus’ execution on the cross was not an ending. Following the suffering on the cross, there came a resurrection and a new life. The victory that ensued was not the victory of the cross; - but, the victory over the cross; - victory over the cross because it was not allowed to triumph and destroy the human spirit. 

We remember that the cross was not an ending.

Secondly, we remember that there was someone Who was willing to give of himself to save us; and, that someone was our God. He loves us so much that He became like one of us so that He would be able to undergo that to which we, ourselves, deserved to be subjected. He, thereby, set us free. We heard in the Second Reading of today the Apostle Paul reminding that God “emptied himself.”


We remember that there was someone willing to give of himself for us.

How appropriate for us, then, to recognize on this Feast of the Exultation of the Holy Cross the selfless lives of those who respond to scenes of the cross in people’s lives today. In the process of coming to our rescue in times of need, they strive to make those times for us times of life and not of death; - times of victory rather than defeat.


And, so it is that we give thanks. But, that can be such a shallow expression. Let us, rather, resolve to give them the respect that they deserve, - not just today but always. And, let us include them in our conversations with the Lord, - that their lives might be safe and their efforts successful.


In return, may they and their families be abundantly blessed with signs of favor in their regard from the One  Who was willing to come to our aid; - Jesus the Christ, our loving God.


Would you, please, now rise and join me in expressing audibly our gratitude to these men and women.
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