MEMO

TO: Clergy
FROM: Monsignor Robert Mazur

DATE: November 3, 2009

CONCERNING: Enclosures: Advent and Christmas Season Mailing
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Adventand TheNew Liturgica Y ear 2010

Solemnity of Immacul ate Conceptionand Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Blessingof AdventWresath

Communal Advent PenanceService: Attachment
Blessingof Nativity Scene

Holy DaysfortheLiturgica Y ear

Special Daysof Prayer fortheLiturgical Y ear
Prayersfor Peace- January 1st

Seasond Proclamations

(A)  Christmas

(B)  Epiphany-Dateof Easter

Datesand Timesof Diocesan L enten Penance Services
Timeof theEaster Vigil 2010

Bulletinlnserts



(1) ADVENTandTHENEW LITURGICAL YEAR 2010

The SUNDAY READINGS begin with CYCLE Cfound in LECTIONARY FOR
SUNDAY MASS, VOLUME 1. The WEEKDAY READINGS beginwithCYCLE 11
found inthe LECTIONARY FOR WEEKDAY MASS, VOLUME I 11.

(20 IMMACULATECONCEPTIONand MARY,MOTHER OF GOD

December 8, 2009, fallsonaTuesday thisyear. InaccordwiththeUSCCB decision
of November 1991, confirmedby theHoly SeeinJuly 1992, theprecept toattend Massonthis
Solemnity is maintained. Therefore, Tuesday, December 8, 2009, is a holy day of
obligationfor thefaithful intheUnited States. TheMonday evening M assof December
7will betheVigil Massof the Solemnity of thel mmacul ate Conception.

January 1, 2010, fallson aFriday thisyear. Inaccord with USCCB decision of
November 1991, confirmedby theHoly SeeinJuly 1992, the precept toattend Massonthis
Solemnity ismaintained. Therefore,Friday, January 1,2010,isaholy day of obligation
for thefaithful intheUnited States. The Thursday evening Massof December 31will be
theVigil Massof the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.

(3) THEADVENT WREATH:

Theorder for the blessing of the advent wreath within Massisenclosed. Theofficial text
for the blessing of the advent wreath may be found in the Book of Blessings, Numbers
1509-1520.

Theblessing of thewreath occursonly ontheFirst Sunday of Advent aspart of theGeneral
Intercessions. On the subsequent Sundays of Advent there are no further blessings or
prayers. The candles are lighted before Mass or before the Opening Prayer.

The advent wreath isapopular symbol in churches. Thefour candlesrepresent the four
weeksof Advent. The candlesmakeacombination of 3 violet candlesand 1 rosecandle
or 4 violet candlesor 4 white candles. The evergreen speaks of life and freshnessthat is
Christ. Thewreathmay beplacedintheentranceof thechurchor near theambo; it should
not obscure the altar, ambo or chair.

A copy of this blessing has been provided. Please place the blessing within an appropriate
folder for liturgical use.
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(4 COMMUNAL ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE:

Enclosed isaPenance Servicethat iscopy ready (will only need folded) for your parish
community this Advent. While not required, a light violet color of paper would be
appropriate.

(5 THENATIVITY SCENE:

Theorder for theblessing of thenativity scenewithinMassisenclosed. Theofficial text
for theblessing of thetraditional Christmascréchewithin Massmay befoundintheBook
of Blessings, Numbers 1541-1546, 1562-1564.

The blessing of the nativity scene occurs as part of the General Intercessions with the
presider's concluding prayer containing the blessing.

A copy of this blessing has been provided to place within an appropriate folder for
liturgical use.

(6) HOLYDAYSFORTHELITURGICAL YEAR:
Tuesday, December 8, 2009, Immaculate Conception, Holy Day of Obligation
Friday, December 25, 2009, Christmas, Holy Day of Obligation
Friday, January 1, 2010, Mary, M other of God, Holy Day of Obligation
Thursday, May 13, 2010, Ascension Thur sday, Holy Day of Obligation
Sunday, August 15, 2010, Assumption, Holy Day of Obligation
Monday, November 1, 2010, All Saints, NOT aHoly Day of Obligation

@) SPECIAL DAYSOFPRAYERFORTHELITURGICAL YEAR:
Friday, January 1, 2010 - Diocesan Day of Prayer for World Justice and Peace
Friday, January 22, 2010 - Day of Penanceinthe United States of America
Thursday, May 27, 2010 - Mary, Mother of the Church, Patroness of the Diocese
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 - Saints Peter and Paul, Diocesan Celebration Y ear of the Priest
Monday, September 6, 2010 - Diocesan Dayof Prayer for Human Rightsand Equality
Thursday, November 25, 2010 - Diocesan Day of Prayer for the Harvest and

Fruits of the Earth

(8) JANUARY 1st-PRAYERSFORPEACE:
January 1stisaDay of Prayer for World Justice and Peacein our Diocese.
If possible, oneMasson January 1< should befor world peace. TheMassfor Peaceisfound
inthe Sacramentary: Massesand Prayersfor VariousNeeds Number 22. When praying
the Massfor Peace, presidersare invited to pray the Eucharistic Prayer for Masses for
Various Needs and Occasions; a suggestion would be the fourth Preface: “ Jesus, the
Compassion of God.”

A possiblepetitionfor the Genera Intercessionson January 1% would be:

For the safety of our soldiersand for lasting peace, we pray to theLord....
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(99 SEASONAL PROCLAMATIONS:

(A)  TheChristmasProclamation:
Enclosed isamusical selection of the Christmas proclamation. It isappropriately
proclaimed at the vigil before Christmas Day.

(B)  TheEpiphany Proclamation:
A copy of the text approved by the United States Catholic Conference is enclosed.

Theproclamation of thedate of Easter and thevariousdatesthat depend on Easter
(April 4th) ischanted by thedeacon or cantor after thehomily on the Solemnity of
Epiphany (Sunday, January 3rd).

(10) DIOCESANLENTENPENANCESERVICES:
Bishopwill gather withhispriestsonthefollowingdatesin Lent 2010:

Monday,March22, Saint John Gua bert Cathedral ,Johnstown
Penance Serviceat 6:30 PM.

Tuesday, March 23, Good Shepherd Parish, StateCollege
Penance Serviceat 7:00 PM.

Wednesday, March 24, Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament,Altoona
Penance Serviceat 6:30 PM.

(11) TIMEOFTHEEASTERVIGIL:

TheEaster Vigil onSaturday, April 3,2010, will begin noearlier than 8:30PM, Daylight
SavingTime.

(12) BULLETININSERTS:

Thebulletininsertsfor thisyear will discussand explaintheupcomingRomanMissal. The
newly revised Missal isprojectedtobeready for Advent of nextyear. Pleasemakeevery
effort toplacetheseinsertsinyour weekly bulletin. Thisisoneof several waystheDiocese
will preparefor thenew trand ationsintherevisedthird edition of theRomanMissal. This
isanimportant formof catechesisfor both usandtheFaithful. Thank you.
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BULLETIN INSERTS: Liturgy Office, The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, 2009

ADVENT - CHRISTMAS, 2009

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

A newliturgical year begins. Itistheseasonof Advent. Itisthetimetoprepare
for Christmas, rememberingtheL ord’ shirthinBethlehem, andatimetoprepareforthe
Lord' sreturninglory. Thisyear theDiocesanLiturgy Officewill prepareusfor thenew
RomanMissa whichhasbeeninpreparationfor sometime. WhatistheRomanMissal?
TheRomanMissal istheliturgical book containingthecompleteriteof theMassfor
Sundaysandevery day intheyear accordingtotheRomanRite. Thisbook contains
everythingthatissaidor sungby theordainedat M ass.

2009, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Advent timeisan occasionto preparefor Christmas. The Diocesan Liturgy
Officewill beginto prepareour peoplefor therevised Roman Missa thisnew liturgica
year. Sincethe Second V atican Council, there have been three editionsof theRoman
Missal promulgated by the Churchin 1970, 1975, and 2000. Thefirst two editions
were under the pontificate of Pope Paul V1 following Vatican Council 11; the most
recent editionwasissued by Pope John Paul |1 onthe occasion of the Great Jubilee of

thelncarnation.

2009, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...

This Tuesday, December 8", isaHoly Day of Obligation. Catholics are
expected to participateat Massonthisday. Thisisthe Solemnity of thelmmaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the patroness of the United States. Catholic
faith proclamsthat Mary wasimmacul ate, freefromthestain of Adam’ ssin, fromthe
moment of her conception. Shewhowasto bear theeternal Son of God wasimmaculate
in her mother Anne swomb. Check the M ass schedule and plan to participate at
Masson thisfeast of our nation’ s patroness.

2009, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.
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Liturgy Office, TheDioceseof Altoona-Johnstown, 2009

ADVENT - CHRISTMAS, 2009
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ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

ThisAdvent Sunday isnamedGaudeteSunday. Thisword trandated from
Latininto English meansRgoice. Thetoneof thisSunday’ sMassisjoyful expectation
for theLord’ shirth and second coming. English-speaking Catholicsare preparing
for thethird edition of the Roman Missal. Oncethereistheapproval by theHoly
Seewith the consensus of the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops, the
third edition of the Roman Missa will becomeavailable. Itisimportant that we be
prepared for the new trand ationsto be contained inthisMissal.

2009, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.
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ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Thisisthefinal Sunday of Advent andthelast daysof the Advent Season. We
are preparing for the coming of Christinour lives. The Diocesan Liturgy Officewill
be giving information on the upcoming Roman Missd to be promulgatedin our country.
Thenew Missal will reflect the English trandation of the Latin text contained inthe
third edition of theRoman Missal. Thecountriesto beissued theforthcoming English
trandationsare: the United Statesof America, Australia, Canada, England and Wales,
India, Ireland, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Scotland, and South Africa.

2009, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...

Thisistheday when the Church holdsmost sacred thememorid of Christ’s
birth. The Prince of Peace has appeared on the earth. Lightsare strung on pine
treesand around theinside and outside of our homesthesewinter days. Darkness
isshattered and the newborn Child bringslight into our lives. ThelncarnateWord
dwellsamong usand now beginsthegreat revelation of our salvationinthe Son of
God, Jesus, our Savior andLord. A holy, blessed, peace-filled Christmastoall on
thisChristmasday!

2009, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.
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Liturgy Office, TheDioceseof Altoona-Johnstown, 2009

ADVENT - CHRISTMAS, 2009

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Family lifeisrootedintheloveof God. Today the Holy Family - Jesus,
Mary and Joseph - model family living for us. The Church family ispreparing for the
new trand ation of theRoman Missal. Whiletheritua partsof theMasswill remainthe
same, many prayersat Masswill benewly trandated. Y earsof sudy and review have
taken place by our bishopsand linguists. The newly revised Roman Missal, once
approved by the Holy See, will be given to the People of God. Asthe family of
believers, wewill raiseour heartsand voicesinjoyful praiseof God.

2009, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...

ThisFriday, January 1%, isthe Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, theMother
of God. Thisisaholy day of obligationinthe United Statesof America. All Catholics
areto participate at Masson thisday. Following the encouragement of Pope Paul VI
and his successors, our Diocese names this a Day of Prayer for World Justice and
Peace. Asthe new civil calendar begins, we pray for peace throughout the world.
PleasejointheLoca Churchin praying thefollowing prayer thisNew Y ear’ sDay.

God of power, mercy and peace, destr oy war and banish violencefrom
our midst. You haverevealed to usthat thosewhowork for peacewill
be called your sons and daughters. This new year help usto work
without ceasing for that justice which bringstrue and lasting peace.
Weask thisthrough our Lord, JesusChrist, your Son, wholivesand
reignswith you and theHoly Spirit,oneGod, for ever and ever. Amen.

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.
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Liturgy Office, TheDioceseof Altoona-Johnstown, 2009

ADVENT - CHRISTMAS, 2009

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Today isthe Epiphany of theLord. JesusChrist hasappeared asthe
Lighttodl thenations. Catholicsthroughout theworld gather to givepraiseand
thanksto God thisday. How we pray and what we pray isfound inthe Roman
Missal. IntheUnited Statesof Americaweawait thenew Roman Missal to be
promulgated in the future. Many of the prayersat Masswill receive anew
trandation. And, so, believerswill need to open their mindsand heartsto hear
and learn some new wordsto familiar prayers.

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Today isthe Baptism of the Lord and thisisthe conclusion of the
Christmas Season. Throughout thisnew year the Diocesan Liturgy Officewill
discusstherevised Roman Missal. Thenew Englishtrandationsof theL atin
textswill more closely reflect thewords of the prayersin the Roman Missal
issued by Rome. Priestsand deacons, dongwiththe Faithful, will needtolearn
new words and phrasesto the familiar parts of the Mass. The Mass parts
remainthesame; thetrandationswill bedifferent at times.

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 124 Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.




