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Words of Sacred Scripture warn us against becoming a people who have no hope. A person who has lost hope is a person that has not only given up on himself or herself but has given up on everyone else, as well. Such a person is to be pitied, for it is next to impossible to do anything for them, even for God it is impossible.


Hope is the key to our future. If there is no hope, there is no future. People with hope never give up; consequently, they succeed. A genuine Christian (and, therefore, Catholic) is never without hope. We are to be a people of hope.

I like to refer to Webster’s definition of things. He defines hope as “to desire with expectation of obtainment” and “to expect with confidence.” In other words, to hope is to believe that we will actually receive. Is that not what we have been told to practice when we pray? The Lord Jesus himself has taught us that.

In the Gospel proclamation of today, we have depicted for us that scene in Cana. Perhaps, you know what it is like to run out of something when entertaining at your home. If you have not experienced it, you can well imagine what that would be like. Imagine the wedding of your daughter and, half way through the reception, you run out of beer and the stores are closed; - or, you might run out of coffee when it is your turn to entertain the bridge club. How very, very embarrassing! What will your friends say about you?

Mary, the Lord’s mother was there at Cana. She guided the troubled to the source of their solution. As she always does, the Virgin Mary took their need to her Son, Jesus. Our Lady led them to the Hope of which she is the mother.

She is the wise one, to whom we have assigned the lines from the Book of Sirach, read today. “In the holy tent I ministered before him, and in Zion I fixed my abode.” Indeed, no matter what unpleasant and difficult situations that she encountered in her life, she knew that (some how) it all fit into the Almighty Father’s plan for his people; - and, it all had to do with her Son. Her hope always rested on him. She did not walk away.

On the other hand, we lose hope so easily. A disappointment, a setback, an apparent failure, a rejection, - all can cause us to give up. But, if we look more closely at our lives, we will see that our lives have been wisely monitored by a loving God. Therefore, despite the challenges that we face on any particular day, there needs to be hope that it is all in God’s hands and, in the end, we will achieve peace in our souls and life eternal. That hope, of course, is nowhere else to be found but in Jesus, to whom the Mother of Jesus entrusts our needs and to whom she guides us.

On this, - the fifth anniversary of 9/11 and Flight 93, - the day when we were linked with such great cities as New York and Washington, D.C., - the day when we were the only ones spared, - the day when the revolt against terrorism began over our very heads, - - - on that day, we ought to have realized once again our Heavenly Father’s care. If we had, this church would be packed today!

Did He not love New York? Of course, He did and does. Did He not love Washington? Of course, He did and does. So, why were we spared? Perhaps, it is we who are in greater need of a sign of hope; for, - if we had been tested as were they, we might have failed.

Our response of gratitude needs to be a life that espouses the virtues listed in the second reading of today, taken from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome. Those Christians were having a difficult time practicing their Faith in the face of persecution. In the midst of it all, the Apostle tells them to live authentic Christian lives; - even to the point of telling them: “Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse them.”


You heard his words. It would be well for all of us to re-read them and make them the charter for our lives. Mary did.

What Mary did with her life was to be a sign of hope to others. A sign points the way. As she pointed to her Son, Jesus, as the source of hope, so must we to those around us. Living, authentically and in hope, the Christian life, no matter what the situation in which we find ourselves, will do that.

At the conclusion of our liturgical celebration, we will be singing a hymn for our recessional entitled “Send Us As Your Blessing, Lord.” As we sing that hymn, may it remind us of Mary, the Mother of Divine Hope, who was a blessing to those around her, - and, may we resolve to be likewise.
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