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Is there any other god like the God that we know? If not, then the reading from the Book of Deuteronomy exhorts us to keep his word. There is no other. So why do we seek to graft our lives to any other lesser Vine?

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, we celebrate the innermost life of our God. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that God is an eternal exchange of love and has destined us to share in that exchange. Over and over again, both the Sacred Scriptures and the teachings of the Church remind us that we are invited into the very life that the God-man Christ made possible for us.

God’s oneness in the three persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is a mystery. It has been revealed to us, but it cannot be understood by our finite human minds. We accept it on the word of the One that we can trust. Many analogies have been devised and offered. But, all of them pale to the reality.
[examples of a triangle with its three angles and a  three-paneled mirror in the clothing department of a clothing store.]

Our lives are to have a trinitarian aspect. On the day of his ascension back to the Father, Jesus instructed the apostles to go out and baptize “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” We have been thus baptized; - thus incorporated into the very life of our God. But, it is not to be a passive relationship. Those who settle for that miss the richness that comes from living after the pattern the Lord set for us.

Jesus also told his Apostles to make disciples; - that is, those who come to know, knowing who come to value what they know, and live according to what they value.

We heard those instructions in the proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ this afternoon.


Saint Paul, in that portion of his letter to the Christians in Rome, describes what we have become thus: 1) we are sons of God, 2) the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 3) then we are heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.

The condition for all of this, as the Apostle Paul reminds us, is to suffer with Christ so that we may also be glorified with him. Suffering is as simple as allowing the Father to work in and through us without complaint or opposition. God knows what He is doing. Do not argue with him.

Our life of discipleship has a trinitarian aspect. We readily accept our existence. However, it is an existence that did not have to be. We are not an accident. We have a purpose. That is one aspect.


Our purpose for being comes from our relationship with the God that chose to create us, then to redeem us, and finally to take up his abode within us. We are in a relationship with an Almighty that loves us, frees us, and empowers us. That is the second aspect.

The third is that, in order for us to be complete, we cannot stop there. Our relationship with the Lord necessarily involves others. One cannot fully be a Catholic Christian by himself. God cannot NOT LOVE if He is to be God. And, we, as his disciples, cannot NOT SHARE that love if we are to be his disciples.

Ubi caritas et amor, ibi Deus est is one of my favorite hymns in Latin. Translated: “Wherever there is charity and love, there God is present.” It is his very nature.

It would appear that God could not be anything but three persons. Love demands it. And, as the worship aid Magnificat reminds us: By worshiping the Trinity we realize the full truth of ourselves.


Grafted to that true Vine that is the Blessed Trinity, we flourish. I trust that his day was for you one in which you were watered, nurtured, and pruned; - so that you might grow and provide for God’s people comfort, delight, encouragement, and respite on their journey into the Lord’s Reign, - along with you.

You are not an accident. You have a purpose.
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