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Not being of your profession, I am not qualified to speak to you about “the law.” However, I am going to presume qualification to speak to you about (what we could call) motivation.

Yours is a difficult task, due not only to the laws by which you are expected to abide; but, also, due to the fact that you cannot divorce yourself from your relationship with the God that brought you into existence for the specific role and the very purpose that you are fulfilling. It is not by accident that you are here.

While I am aware that the law to which you are expected to respond is that, which is seen as pertaining to the secular arena, the reason for which we are gathered here goes beyond that expectation. We are accountable to a higher authority. And, so we gather to seek the wisdom and guidance of our God, the Ultimate Judge. We ask that He share some of his wisdom with us, so that we, ourselves, may pass the trials of our earthly journey.

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church, we find the following [#1951], “Law is a rule of conduct enacted by competent authority for the sake of the common good.” “All law finds its first and ultimate truth in the eternal law. Law is declared and established by reason as a participation in the providence of the living God, Creator and Redeemer of all.”


The strongest motivation in any profession is success, - doing it right. Not everyone gets to that level. Other goals get in the way, - or success is defined wrongly. What is the core motivation by which you wish to be successful?

The common expectation is that you are to see that the laws of this commonwealth and nation, enacted for the common good, be justly applied to every person. It is important (it seems to me) to remember that our laws are not to be an end unto themselves. They are a means to an end. That end is the administering of justice, which, in turn, is rooted in charity, - due to the fact that we have all been brought into being by the grace of an all-loving God. In the Roman Catholic Church, we refer to charity as the overriding law. By charity, we mean love, - that simply translates into a deep concern for the other person; - innocent or guilty.

The fundamental foundation document for this nation, The Declaration of Independence gives basis to this thought even in the civil arena. There we read that “we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted….”

Our legal system has often ignored and/or circumvented this foundational truth. Two very good examples have to do with the protection of life (even before birth) and the freedom to practice one’s religion (even in public). As you know, better than I, this distortion is often done not by preserving the law but by redefining it to serve one’s own agenda.

The First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles reminds us that such distortions are not a current innovation. It occurred in the time of Jesus, as well.

All things in life are political, - for they form an integral part of our society. All things are religious, - for they have to do with the One who brought all things into being. And, the human person encompasses both. How you are to function with the integrity that strikes the balance required, I am not prepared to say. Hopefully, most of you have already discovered the way. To the rest of you, I leave it as a challenge.

In any case, as the Gospel proclamation encourages us, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” Let your faith in God be the foundation of your life and your actions.

Pope Saint Clement of Rome was pontiff in the early years of the Church, the third after the Apostle Peter, around the years 91 to 101. He provides us with a prayer for political authorities, which, I think, can be applied to you as well.

“Grant to them, Lord, health, peace, concord, and stability, so that they may exercise without offense the sovereignty that you have given them. Master, heavenly King of the ages, you give glory, honor, and power over the things of earth to the sons of men. Direct, Lord, their counsel, following what is pleasing and acceptable in your sight, so that by exercising with devotion and in peace and gentleness the power that you have given to them, they may find favor with you.”


I pray that for you.
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