Family Vocation Page

Our family is the most important influence in our lives.  They shape who we are, how we interact with others and what we hold as important in our lives.  Because of this, vocations are intimately tied to our families.  The values of the priesthood, the diaconate, and religious life are rarely found in our world today.  Self-sacrifice, humility, service, chastity, and forgiveness are only rarely promoted by our society and yet these lay at the heart of Church vocations (and a Christian life).  If our families and parishes are not encouraging these values and these vocations, how can we expect our young people to choose them.  Here we hope to assist parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers, and sisters in perhaps encouraging a member of your family to consider how God might be at work in their lives, and if God might be calling them to offer their lives in service to the Church.  If we all decide that it should be someone else’s son, someone else’s daughter, who will be left.  Take the time to pray not just that your child might be “successful”, but that they might find the true joy that comes from following the path God has placed before them.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

· Make prayer for vocations part of your family life.

· Be an example of faith for your child:  frequent the Sacraments, live a life of Christian values, be open to God in your own life

· Volunteer as a family for a service project each month.

· Hold up good examples of priests, deacons, and religious sisters and brothers for your child.

· Invite a priest, sister, or seminarian to your home for dinner.  Each one has a unique vocation story to tell.

· Encourage them not simply to seek “worldly success”, but rather to seek fulfillment and happiness in their life.

· Instill the value of service and sacrifice for others in them.

· As a family, write a letter to your pastor, thanking him for the ways he serves the parish.  What are the things you appreciate about his ministry?

A PRAYER FOR PARENTS

Heavenly Father, every child is your gift.

My child is your gift to me and you have a special plan for their life.

Help me to be open to how you will move in their life.

Help me to encourage them to make use of the gifts and talents for your glory and honor.

Help me to trust you and them that they may chose their path with wisdom and freedom.

And if dear Lord, you should call my child to a life of service in the Church, help me to walk with them in faith and love.

May whatever you call them to, fill their lives with the joy and peace that can only be found in you.

Amen.

For more information on what you can do, contact the Vocation office.

