MEMO

TO: Clergy
FROM: Monsignor Robert Mazur

DATE: November 2, 2010

CONCERNING: Enclosures: Advent and Christmas Season Mailing
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Adventand TheNew Liturgical Year 2011

Solemnity of Immacul ate Conceptionand Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Blessingof Advent Wregth

Communal Advent Penance Service: Attachment
Blessngof Nativity Scene

Holy DaysfortheLiturgical Y ear

Specia Daysof Prayer for theLiturgica Y ear
Prayersfor Peace- January 1st

Seasond Proclamations

(A)  Christmas

(B) Epiphany - Dateof Easter

Datesand Timesof Diocesan L enten Penance Services
Timeof theEaster Vigil 2011

Universd Prayerfor All UnbornHumanL.ife
BulletinInserts



(1) ADVENTand THENEW LITURGICAL YEAR 2011
Liturgical Booksfor thisLiturgical Year

The SUNDAY READINGS begin with CYCLE A foundin LECTIONARY FOR
SUNDAY MASS, VOLUME |I. The WEEKDAY READINGS beginwith CYCLE |
found in the LECTIONARY FOR WEEKDAY MASS, VOLUME I1.

(2 IMMACULATECONCEPTIONandMARY,MOTHEROFGOD

December 8, 2010, falls on a Wednesday this year. In accord with the USCCB
decision of November 1991, confirmed by the Holy Seein July 1992, the precept to attend
MassonthisSolemnity ismaintained. Therefore, Wednesday, December 8,2010,isaholy
day of obligation for thefaithful in the United States. The Tuesday evening Mass of
December 7will betheVigil Massof the Solemnity of thelmmaculate Conception.

January 1, 2011, fallson a Saturday thisyear. Inaccord with USCCB decision of
November 1991, confirmed by theHoly Seein July 1992, the precept to attend Massonthis
Solemnity isremoved. Therefore, Saturday, January 1, 2011, isNOT a holy day of
obligationfor thefaithful intheUnited States.

(3) THEADVENTWREATH:

The order for the blessing of the advent wreath within Massisenclosed. Theofficial text
for the blessing of the advent wreath may be found in the Book of Blessings, Numbers
1509-1520.

Theblessing of thewreath occursonly ontheFirst Sunday of Advent aspart of the General
Intercessions. On the subsequent Sundays of Advent there are no further blessings or
prayers. The candles are lighted before Mass or before the Opening Prayer.

The advent wreath isapopular symbol in churches. The four candles represent the four
weeks of Advent. The candles make acombination of 3 violet candlesand 1 rose candle
or 4 violet candles or 4 white candles. The evergreen speaks of life and freshnessthat is
Christ. Thewreath may be placedinthe entrance of the church or near theambo; it should
not obscure the atar, ambo or chair.

A copy of this blessing has been provided. Please place the blessing within an appropriate
folder for liturgical use.
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(49 COMMUNAL ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE:

Enclosed is a Penance Service that is copy ready (will only need folded) for your parish
community this Advent. While not required, a light violet color of paper would be
appropriate.

(5 THENATIVITY SCENE:

Theorder for theblessing of thenativity scenewithin Massisenclosed. Theofficial text
for theblessing of thetraditional Christmascrechewithin Massmay befoundintheBook
of Blessings, Numbers 1541-1546, 1562-1564.

The blessing of the nativity scene occurs as part of the General Intercessions with the
presider's concluding prayer containing the blessing.

A copy of this blessing has been provided to place within an appropriate folder for
liturgical use.

(6) HOLYDAYSFORTHELITURGICAL YEAR:

Wednesday, December 8, 2010, lmmaculate Conception, Holy Day of Obligation
Saturday, December 25, 2010, Christmas, Holy Day of Obligation

Saturday, January 1, 2011, Mary, M other of God, NOT aHoly Day of Obligation
Thursday, June 2, 2011, Ascension Thur sday, Holy Day of Obligation

Monday, August 15, 2011, Assumption, NOT aHoly Day of Obligation

Tuesday, November 1, 2011, All Saints, Holy Day of Obligation

@) SPECIAL DAYSOFPRAYERFORTHELITURGICAL YEAR:
Saturday, January 1, 2011 - Diocesan Day of Prayer for World Justice and Peace
Saturday, January 22, 2011 - Day of Penancein the United States of America
Tuesday, March 1, 2011 - Diocesan Day of Penance and Renewal - Anniversary of
Prince Gdllitzin being named Pastor of St. Michael Churchin Loretto
Friday, May 27, 2011 - Mary, Mother of the Church, Patroness of the Diocese
Monday, September 5, 2011 - Diocesan Dayof Prayer for Human Rights and Equality
Thursday, November 24, 2011 - Diocesan Day of Prayer for the Harvest and
Fruits of the Earth

(8 JANUARY 1st-PRAYERSFORPEACE:

January 1stisaDay of Prayer for World Justice and Peacein our Diocese.

If possible, oneMass on January 1% should befor world peace. TheMassfor Peaceisfound
in the Sacramentary: Massesand Prayersfor Various Needs Number 22. When praying
the Mass for Peace, presiders are invited to pray the Eucharistic Prayer for Masses for
Various Needs and Occasions; a suggestion would be the fourth Preface: “Jesus, the
Compassion of God.”

A possible petition for the Generd Intercessions on January 1% would be:
For the safety of our soldiers and for lasting peace, we pray to the Lord....
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SEASONAL PROCLAMATIONS:

(A)

(B)

TheChrismasProclamation:
Enclosed isamusical selection of the Christmas proclamation. It is appropriately
proclaimed at the vigil before Christmas Day.

TheEpiphany Proclamation:
A copy of the text approved by the United States Catholic Conference is enclosed.

Theproclamation of thedate of Easter and thevariousdatesthat depend on Easter
(April 24th) ischanted by thedeacon or cantor after the homily on the Solemnity of
Epiphany (Sunday, January 2nd).

DIOCESANLENTENPENANCE SERVICES:

Bishopwill gather withhispriestsonthefollowingdatesinLent 2011:

Monday, April 11, Saint John Gual bert Cathedral, Johnstown
Penance Serviceat 6:30 PM.

Tuesday, April 12, Good Shepherd Parish, StateCollege
Penance Serviceat 7:00 PM.

Wednesday, April 13, Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona
Penance Serviceat 6:30 PM.

TIMEOFTHEEASTERVIGIL:

TheEaster Vigilon Saturday, April 23,2011, will begin noearlier than 8:30PM , Daylight
SavingTime.

UNIVERSAL PRAYERFORALL UNBORNHUMAN LIFE:

On Saturday, November 27, 2010, at Saint Peter'sBasilica, the Popewill celebratea
"Vigil for all Unborn HumanLife". The Holy Father hasrequested that all Diocescan
Bishopspresideinalikecel ebrationinvolving thefaithful intheir parishes. Bishop Joseph
has directed the following for the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown. The Vigil Masson
Saturday, November 27, 2010, theFirst Sunday of Advent, istobefor theintention of all
unbornlife. Thegathered community should pray therosary either beforeor after thisMass
for thisspecial intention of theHoly Father and the Universal Church.

Thefollowingintentionisto be part of the General Intercessionsfor thisMass: For the
dignity of all human life, especially theunborn, wepraytothelLord...

Thank youfor your attentionto thisimportant matter. Our special prayer thisday will unite
uswiththe Bishop of Romeand the Church throughout theworld.

BULLETININSERTS:

Thebulletininsertsfor thisyear will again discussand explaintheupcoming RomanMissal.
Thenewly revised Missal will bepromulgated Advent of 2011. Pleasemakeevery effort
toplacetheseinsertsinyour weekly bulletin. Thisisoneof several waysthe Diocesewill
preparefor thenew translationsintherevised third edition of theRomanMissal. Thisis
an important form of catechesis for both us and the Faithful. Thank you for your
cooperationwiththisrequest.
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BULLETIN INSERTS: Liturgy Office, The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, 2010

ADVENT -CHRISTMAS, 2010

Liturgical Reflection...
A new liturgical year begins. Exactly oneyear today (Advent 2011) English-
speaking Roman Catholicswill beusingthenewly revissd RomanMissal. Therewill
R O M A N beno changesintheway Massiscelebrated. All changeswill beinthetrand ation of
theprayersat Mass. Theprayersprayed by thepriest - Opening Prayer, Prayer over
M l S S A L theGifts, and Prayer after Communion, a ongwiththeEucharisticPrayers—will receive
anew trandationthat moreclosdly followstheL atintextissued by Rome. Theprayers
prayed by the Faithful —I Confess, Glory to God, Creed, along with other prayers—

will receiveatrandationthat moreclosaly followstheL atintext.
2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...
What is the Roman Missal? This is the official book of worship for
the Roman Catholic Church. This Missal contains the prayers and actions of
R O M A N the priest and people at Mass. English-speaking Catholics have been waiting
for this revised Roman Missal for the past severa years. Rome has approved
MISSAL all the prayers to be contained in the Missal. And on the First Sunday of
Advent, 2011, al dioceses in the United States of America will implement
the new trand ations contained in the Roman Missal. All musical compositions
will reflect the new trandations voted by our bishops and approved by Rome.

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...

ThisWednesday, December 8", isaHoly Day of Obligation in our country.
Catholicsare expected to participate at Masson thisday. Thisisthe Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the patroness of the United States.
Catholicfaith proclamstha Mary wasimmeaculate, freefromthestain of Adam'ssin,
from themoment of her conception. Shewho wasto bear the eterna Son of God was
immaculatein Saint Anne’ swomb. Check the Mass schedule and plan to participate
at Masson thisfeast of our nation’ s patroness.

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.
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Liturgy Office, TheDioceseof Altoona-Johnstown, 2010

ADVENT -CHRISTMAS, 2010

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Why the need for the third edition of the Roman Missal? Among other
thingsthethird edition contains prayersfor the celebration of recently canonized
saints, additional prefacesto the Eucharistic Prayers, and additional Massesfor
Various Needsand Occasions. All of thesewill be new to the Roman Missdl, the
official book of worship for the Catholic world. American Catholicswill pray these
new prayerswith the promulgation of the Roman Missal in Advent of 2011.

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Thisisthefinal Sunday of Advent and thelast days of the Advent Season.
Weare preparing for thecoming of Christinour lives. The Diocesan Liturgy Office
will begivinginformation on the upcoming Roman Missa to be promulgated in our
country thistimenext year. Thenew Missal will reflect the English trandation of the
Latintext contained in thethird edition of theRoman Missal. Thecountriesto be
issued theforthcoming Englishtrandationsare: the United Statesof America Audrdia,
Canada, England and Wales, India, Ireland, New Zedand, Pakistan, the Philippines,
Scotland, and South Africa. All other countrieshave been praying thethird edition of
the Roman Missa for severd years.

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...

Thisisthe day when the Church commemoratesthe birth of the Son of
God. The Prince of Peace has appeared on the earth. Lights are strung on pine
treesand around the inside and outside of our homesthesewinter days. Darkness
isshattered and the newborn Child bringslight into our lives. Thelncarnate Word
dwellsamong us and now beginsthe great revelation of our salvationin the Son of
God, Jesus, our Savior and Lord. A holy, blessed, peace-filled Chrissmasto dl this
Chrigmasday!

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.
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Liturgy Office, TheDioceseof Altoona-Johnstown, 2010

ADVENT -CHRISTMAS, 2010

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Family life is rooted in the love of God. Today the Holy Family -
Jesus, Mary and Joseph - model family living for us. The Church family is
preparing for the new trandation of the Roman Missal. While theritual parts
of the Mass will remain the same, many prayers at Mass will be newly
trandated. Years of study and review have taken place by our bishops with
the assistance of linguistic scholars. The revised Roman Missal will direct
the Church family to raise our hearts and voices in joyful praise of God.

2010, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...

This Saturday, January 1%, isthe Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God. ThisisSNOT aholy day of obligationin the United Statesof America
Catholicsareencouraged to participate at Massonthisday. Following the advisement
of Pope Paul V1 and his successors, our Diocese names thisa Day of Prayer for
World Judticeand Peace. Asthenew civil cdendar begins, we pray for peacethroughout
theworld. Pleasejoin the Local Churchin praying the following prayer this New
Year'sDay.

God of power, all your people have been given one common origin.
Bring ustogether peacefully into one family. And keep usunited in
your love. Thisnew year help usto work without ceasing for that
justicewhich bringstrueand lasting peace. Weask thisthrough our
Lord, JesusChrist, your Son, who livesand reignswith you and the
Holy Spirit, oneGod, for ever and ever. Amen.

2011, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.
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Liturgy Office, TheDioceseof Altoona-Johnstown, 2010

ADVENT -CHRISTMAS, 2010

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Today isthe Epiphany of the newborn Child of God. JesusChristis
Lord of al peoples. The newly revised Roman Missa will givewitnesstothe
universality of the Catholic faith. The new trandationswill more closdly reflect
theorigind Latin textsthat are prayed throughout the world in amultitude of
languages. Aswe gather at Massto professacommon faithin our oneLord,
the newly revised Roman Missal will beautifully professtheunity of faithinone
Lord and God.

2011, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

ROMAN
MISSAL

Liturgical Reflection...

Today isthe Baptism of the Lord and thisis the conclusion of the
Christmas Season. Throughout the new year the Diocesan Liturgy Officewill
discuss the revised Roman Missal. When the new Missal is promulgated in
Advent of 2011, theMasswill remain thesame. However, thewordswe pray
will sound different. English-gpeaking Catholics have been asked tofollow the
Latintext more closaly in trandation as have the other countries of theworld.
Our common baptisminvites usto profess our common faithin unity with all
believersthroughout theworld.

2011, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.




